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anything like a necessity for giving into that perni-
cious practice. The act of Parliament which appoint-
ed a Governor-General in the place of a President, as
it was extremely particular in enforcing the prohibi-
tion of those presents, so it was equally careful in
making an ample provision for supporting the dignity
of the office, in order to remove all excuse for a cor-
rupt increase of its emoluments.

Although evidence on record, as well as verbal tes-
timony, has appeared before your Committee of pres-
ents to a large amount having been received by Mr.
Hastings and others before the year 1775, they were
not able to find distinct traces of that practice in him
or any one else for a few years.

The inquiries set on foot in Bengal, by order of the
Court of Directors, in 1775, with regard to all corrupt
practices, and the vigor with which they were for
some time pursued, might have given a temporary
check to the receipt of presents, or might have pro-
duced a more effectual concealment of them, and af-
terwards the calamities which befell almost all who
were concerned in the first discoveries did probably
prevent any further complaint upon the subject; but
towards the close of the last session your Committee
have received much of new and alarming information
concerning that abuse.

The first traces appeared, though faintly and ob-
scurely, in a letter to the Court of Directors from the
Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, written on the 29th
of November, 1780.* It has been stated in a former
Report of your Committee,! that on the 26th of June,
1780, Mr. Hastings being very earnest in the prose-

* Appendix B. No. 1.

t Vide Supplement to the Second Report, page 7.